Multiple roles for integrins during development.
Interactions between cells and extracellular matrix play a crucial role during development by controlling tissue remodelling and cell migration. Integrins are the main family of cell surface receptors for extracellular matrix. The knockout of integrin genes in mouse embryos has provided new insights into the function of these receptors during embryonic development and morphogenesis. The lethality observed either during embryonic life or after birth suggests that many integrins are essential.